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Whereas by 2005 the FTAA Secretariat will 

have international institution status pro-
viding jobs and tremendous economic bene-
fits to its host city; 

Whereas a permanent site for the FTAA 
Secretariat after 2005 will likely be selected 
from among the 3 temporary host cities; 

Whereas the city of Miami, Miami-Dade 
County, and the State of Florida have long 
served as the gateway for trade with the Car-
ibbean and Latin America; 

Whereas trade between the city of Miami, 
Florida, and the countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean totaled $36,793,000,000 in 
1998;

Whereas the Miami-Dade area and the 
State of Florida possess the necessary infra-
structure, local resources, and culture nec-
essary for the FTAA Secretariat’s perma-
nent site; 

Whereas the United States possesses the 
world’s largest economy and is the leading 
proponent of trade liberalization throughout 
the world; and 

Whereas the city of Miami, Florida, the 
State of Florida, and the United States are 
uniquely situated among other competing lo-
cations to host the ‘‘Brussels of the Western 
Hemisphere: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of the Congress that the President should di-
rect the United States representative to the 
‘‘Free Trade Area of the Americas’’ (FTAA) 
negotiations to use all available means in 
order to secure Miami, Florida, as the per-
manent site of the FTAA Secretariat after 
February 28, 2005. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 223—CON-
DEMNING THE VIOLENCE IN 
CHECHYNA

Mr. HELMS (for himself, Mr. BIDEN,
Mr. WELLSTONE, and Mr. LUGAR) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 223

Whereas, since September 1999, the Russian 
Federation has conducted a military oper-
ation against Chechnya that has resulted in 
the deaths of thousands of innocent civilians 
and the displacement of more than 200,000 
people;

Whereas the Russian armed forces is 
launching repeated bombing attacks on the 
capital city of Grozny;

Whereas the recent conflict in Chechnya 
represents a continuation of the use of mili-
tary force by Russia in 1994–1996, which 
caused the deaths of approximately 100,000 
citizens of Russia; 

Whereas neither the use of force in 1994–
1996, nor the current use of force in Chechnya 
enhances the prospects for a peaceful resolu-
tion of the status of Chechnya; 

Whereas the United States condemns ter-
rorism in all forms, including the bombing 
attacks of apartment buildings in Moscow 
and Volgodonsk in the summer of 1999; 

Whereas the appropriate manner to combat 
terrorist attacks is not through the use of 
indiscriminate force against civilians; 

Whereas on November 4, 1999, Elena 
Bonner, Chairman of the Andrei Sakharov 
Foundation, testified before the Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the Senate that 
‘‘carpet bombing and shelling of cities, vil-
lages, and refugee convoys attempting to es-
cape the war zone constitute a grave viola-
tion of the Geneva Convention Relative to 

the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War and the Additional Protocols and dem-
onstrate the Russian government’s complete 
disregard for these extremely important 
international agreements’’; 

Whereas the United States believes that 
the recent targeting of ethnic minorities by 
local Russian officials, including blanket de-
tentions and expulsions, calls into question 
the commitment of the Government of Rus-
sia to pluralism in the process of democratic 
reform in that country; 

Whereas the Government of Russia has 
limited media access to and coverage of the 
conflict in Chechnya to preserve Russian 
popular support for the military operation; 

Whereas the Government of Russia has 
openly violated its commitments under the 
Flank Document to the Treaty on Conven-
tional Armed Forces in Europe with its de-
ployments of military equipment in and 
around Chechnya; and 

Whereas the conduct of the Russian armed 
forces in Chechnya threatens to destabilize 
the southern part of the Russian Federation 
as well as the region of the Caucasus as a 
whole : Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) condemns the use of indiscriminate 

force by the Russian armed forces against ci-
vilians in Chechnya; 

(2) urges the Russian Federation—
(A) to assist those persons who have been 

displaced from Chechnya as a result of the 
conflict; and 

(B) to allow representatives of the inter-
national community access to the internally 
displaced persons for humanitarian relief; 
and

(3) calls upon Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and Prime Minister Vladimir Putin 
to devote every effort, including the use of 
third-party mediation, to the peaceful reso-
lution of the conflict in Chechnya. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 224—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE TO DESIGNATE NOVEM-
BER 11, 1999, AS A SPECIAL DAY 
FOR RECOGNIZING THE MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
AND THE CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES 
OF THE UNITED STATES WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE RECENT 
CONFLICT IN KOSOVO AND THE 
BALKANS

Mr. CLELAND submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 224

Whereas approximately 39,000 members of 
the Armed Forces and civilian employees of 
the United States were deployed at the peak 
of the 1999 conflict in Kosovo; 

Whereas approximately 700 United States 
aircraft were deployed and committed to 
combat missions during that conflict; 

Whereas approximately 37,000 combat sor-
ties were flown by aircraft of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) during 
that conflict; 

Whereas approximately 25,000 combat sor-
ties were flown by United States aircraft 
during that conflict; 

Whereas more than 5,000 weapons strike 
missions were completed during that con-
flict;

Whereas that conflict was the largest com-
bat operation in the history of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization; 

Whereas the United States and the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization achieved all 
the military objectives of that conflict; 

Whereas there were no United States or 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization combat 
fatalities during that conflict; and 

Whereas that conflict was the most precise 
air assault in history: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the Sense of the Sen-
ate—

(1) to designate November 11, 1999, as a spe-
cial day for recognizing and welcoming home 
the members of the Armed Forces (including 
active component and reserve component 
personnel), and the civilian personnel of the 
United States, who participated in the re-
cently-completed operations in Kosovo and 
the Balkans, including combat operations 
and humanitarian assistance operations; 

(2) to designate November 11, 1999, as a spe-
cial day for remembering the members of the 
Armed Forces deployed in Kosovo and 
throughout the world, and the families of 
such members; 

(3) to make the designations under para-
graphs (1) and (2) on November 11, 1999, in 
light of the traditional celebration and rec-
ognition of the veterans of the United States 
on November 11 each year; 

(4) to acknowledge that the members of the 
Armed Forces who served in Kosovo and the 
Balkans responded to the call to arms during 
a time of change in world history; 

(5) to recognize that we live in times of 
international unrest and that the conflict in 
Kosovo was a dangerous military operation, 
as all combat operations are; and 

(6) to acknowledge that the United States 
owes a debt of gratitude to the members of 
the Armed Forces who served in the conflict 
in Kosovo, to their families, and to all the 
members of the Armed Forces who place 
themselves in harm’s way each and every 
day.

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 225—TO DES-
IGNATE NOVEMBER 23, 2000, 
THANKSGIVING DAY, AS A DAY 
TO ‘‘GIVE THANKS, GIVE LIFE’’ 
AND TO DISCUSS ORGAN AND 
TISSUE DONATION WITH OTHER 
FAMILY MEMBERS 
Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. FRIST,

Mr. DEWINE, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. DORGAN, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. MACK, Mr. DODD, and Mr. 
THURMOND) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 225
Whereas traditionally, Thanksgiving is a 

time for families to take time out of their 
busy lives to come together and to give 
thanks for the many blessings in their lives; 

Whereas approximately 21,000 men, women, 
and children in the United States are given 
the gift of life each year through transplan-
tation surgery, made possible by the gen-
erosity of organ and tissue donations; 

Whereas more than 66,000 Americans are 
awaiting their chance to prolong their lives 
by finding a matching donor; 

Whereas nearly 5,000 of these patients each 
year (or 13 patients each day) die while wait-
ing for a donated heart, liver, kidney, or 
other organ; 

Whereas nationwide there are up to 15,000 
potential donors annually, but families’ con-
sent to donation is received for less than 
6,000;

Whereas the need for organ donations 
greatly exceeds the supply available; 
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